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I hope that all of us have had a wonderful Christmas, Holiday season and 

New Year.  We owe Steve and Diana Thum a big Thank You for the many 

things they do, their leadership efforts, and for taking on the Christmas 

Party/Annual Meeting this year.  Without them, this would be a very 

different club.  I would also like to thank all the other members of our 

club that put forth the extra effort to help accomplish our 2011 goals.  I 

will not post the names, but you can all think of them and imagine how 

very long this list would be.  

 

As we move past the joys of the Holidays, please keep in your hearts those 

of us who have lost loved ones, those that are currently sick and others that are recuperating.  

On December 17th we lost a dear friend and member when Joan Ogden passed.  She was a fun, 

outgoing and enthusiastic lady that always brightened up the room.  She will be greatly missed.  

.Marjorie Meek, who is not only still on the mend, is now also dealing with the recent death of her 

Son-in -Law.  Our thoughts are with Anja Lodge as she endured through yet another surgery last 

month and continuing treatments, Mary Duever who is at home and receiving physical therapy, and 

Joan Hoelscher who is recovering from knee surgery.  I hope that there are no others that are 

currently in bad health, but if I have overlooked anyone, I do apologize, and get well soon.  

 

We plan to have a full schedule of events for the upcoming year.  In the first four months, we 
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in the Easter Show on the 8
th

.  The Vintage Ford Show at the MOT, formerly the All Ford Show, will 

be on April 15
th

.  On April 21
st

 and 22
nd

 will be the Overnight Tour to Grafton.  If you are 

interested in participating in this tour, it is important that you make your hotel reservations 

prior to the February 1
st

 room block cutoff date.  There are still rooms available, and this looks 
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I know you all are chomping at the bit in anticipation of our yearly Swap Meet on April 29th.  Me 

Too!!  We are a club of many volunteers, and you are all very helpful and appreciated for all of 

the help you provide.  There is such a wide range of duties for the event that we all can find a 

comfortable way to help.  There will be more information in the March/April Occasional  as well as 

the upcoming monthly meetings.  

 

I was just looking through the latest Model T club calendar, which Cindy Atkinson graciously put 

together for our club once again.  This reminded me of the many fond memories that I have of our 

club and its members.  I enjoy thinking back to the fun times I remember having with this club; 
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Showboat or at the Lemp brewery, the chili cook outs and the Christmas parties, and the many fun 

overnight tours that took us to new and interesting places as we toured in a long line of 
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connect us, and all combine to make us the wonderful club that we are, and have been for decades.  

We typically have good participation to our gatherings; however, together we can make 2012 a year 

to remember.  If you are a relatively new member, a faithful lifelong member, or a member and 
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fortunate to have The Feasting Fox as our home for our monthly meetings every second Friday at 

8:00pm.  And for all other club meetings and events, please read and retain your Occasionals , and 
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Model T participation, and a year full of exciting and fun events to fill our personal memory 

books for the future.  

 

Enjoy the Journey,  

Ron Olson 
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Join us for this fun overnight tour highlighting Join us for this fun overnight tour highlighting 
Midwest hospitality, delicious homeMidwest hospitality, delicious home --style food, and style food, and 

beautiful views!beautiful views!   
  

Our members will meet for the tour promptly at 9:00am Our members will meet for the tour promptly at 9:00am 
at Jamestown Mall in front of the old Sears store.  at Jamestown Mall in front of the old Sears store.  

After a quick meeting with drivers, we will leave no After a quick meeting with drivers, we will leave no 
later than 9:30am to head for later than 9:30am to head for 

Grafton, IL.Grafton, IL.   
  

Our group has a block of 21 Our group has a block of 21 
rooms at the Ruebel Hotel in rooms at the Ruebel Hotel in 

the heart of Grafton. The the heart of Grafton. The 
Ruebel(est. 1879) is family Ruebel(est. 1879) is family 
owned and operated and owned and operated and 

still retains its 19th century charm. Some rooms are still retains its 19th century charm. Some rooms are 
available with a river view.  Check in on the 21st is available with a river view.  Check in on the 21st is 

3:00pm3:00pm  
  

Once we arrive in Grafton we will have some time to Once we arrive in Grafton we will have some time to 
stroll around the shops and sites. Cars can park stroll around the shops and sites. Cars can park 
along the main street in Grafton or behind our along the main street in Grafton or behind our 

hotel which is under video surveillance. Dinner this evening will be at the hotel which is under video surveillance. Dinner this evening will be at the 
historical Whittmond Hotel at 5:00pm in Brussels, IL just a short ferry ride historical Whittmond Hotel at 5:00pm in Brussels, IL just a short ferry ride 

away!  away!    
  

After a buffet breakfast at the Ruebel on the 22nd, we all will After a buffet breakfast at the Ruebel on the 22nd, we all will 
then caravan to quaint Jerseyville, IL to tour the historical then caravan to quaint Jerseyville, IL to tour the historical 

society to which MTFC member Les Flautt has graciously donated society to which MTFC member Les Flautt has graciously donated 
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Near Jerseyville, we will also tour the Hamilton Primary School, Near Jerseyville, we will also tour the Hamilton Primary School, 
which became the first free integrated school in which became the first free integrated school in 

the US in 1835.the US in 1835.   
  

After our tours, a lunch stop is planned where Jerseyville After our tours, a lunch stop is planned where Jerseyville 
natives Les Flautt and Jim White will share stories with us natives Les Flautt and Jim White will share stories with us 
providing a glimpse into the past and what it was like to providing a glimpse into the past and what it was like to 

grow up in this small mid western town. grow up in this small mid western town.   
  
  

We hope you can join us for this We hope you can join us for this   
downdown--home overnight tour full of comfort and friends!  home overnight tour full of comfort and friends!    

All Cars are welcome!All Cars are welcome!   

A t t e n d i n g  t h e  A p r i l  O v e r n i g h t ?A t t e n d i n g  t h e  A p r i l  O v e r n i g h t ?   
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o u r  t o u r :o u r  t o u r :   

  
1.1.  Contact the Ruebel Hotel at (618) 786Contact the Ruebel Hotel at (618) 786 --2315 or 12315 or 1 --877877--Ruebel1.  Ruebel1.  You must mention the Model You must mention the Model 

T Ford Club T Ford Club to receive the discounted room rate of $80.00 + tax.  If you do not mention to receive the discounted room rate of $80.00 + tax.  If you do not mention 
the club, they will inform you that there are no rooms available because we have the club, they will inform you that there are no rooms available because we have 
blocked all 21 of their rooms. Our room block is only blocked all 21 of their rooms. Our room block is only open until February 1st 2012open until February 1st 2012 , , 
the Ruebel will then open the block up and will no longer offer the discounted the Ruebel will then open the block up and will no longer offer the discounted 
rate. You may also go to www.ruebelhotel.com to learn more about this historical rate. You may also go to www.ruebelhotel.com to learn more about this historical 
hotel. The breakfast the next morning is $7.56 per person for those staying at the hotel. The breakfast the next morning is $7.56 per person for those staying at the 
Ruebel or $10.75 for non hotel guests.Ruebel or $10.75 for non hotel guests.   

2. Contact Shannon Olson at (314) 8372. Contact Shannon Olson at (314) 837 --8830 and let her know that you will be attending.  8830 and let her know that you will be attending.    
      Also, let her know how many will be in your party and what car you will be driving.Also, let her know how many will be in your party and what car you will be driving.    


